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A Dual Nature Of Jesus The Christ:
Sin, Sacrifice and Christ:

A BAHA’| EXPLANATION OF VERSE TWENTY-TWO, CHAPTER FIFTEEN,
OF THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS AS GIVEN BY
ABDUL-BAHA

Question: In verse 22 of chapter 15 of 1 Corinthians it is written: “For as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” What is the meaning of
these words?

Answer: “Know that there are two natures in man: the physical nature and the
spiritual nature. The physical nature is inherited from Adam, and the spiritual
nature is inherited from the Reality of the Word of God, which is the spirituality
of Christ. The physical nature is born of Adam, but the spiritual nature is born
from the bounty of the Holy Spirit. The first is the source of all imperfection; the
second is the source of all perfection.

The Christ sacrificed Himself so that men might be freed from the imperfections
of the physical nature and might become possessed of the virtues of the spiritual
nature. This spiritual nature, which came into existence through the bounty of
the Divine Reality, is the union of all perfections and appears through the breath
of the Holy Spirit. It is the divine perfections; it is light, spirituality, guidance,
exaltation, high aspiration, justice, love, grace, kindness to all, philanthropy, the
essence of life. It is the reflection of the splendor of the Sun of Reality.”

“The Christ is the central point of the Holy Spirit: He is born of the Holy Spirit;
He is raised up by the Holy Spirit; He is the descendant of the Holy Spirit?that is
to say, that the Reality of Christ does not descend from Adam; no, it is born of
the Holy Spirit.

Therefore, this verse in Corinthians, “As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall
all be made alive,” means, according to this terminology, that Adam [1] is the
father of man?that is to say, He is the cause of the physical life of mankind; His
was the physical fatherhood. He is a living soul, but He is not the giver of
spiritual life, whereas Christ is the cause of the spiritual life of man, and with
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regard to the spirit, His was the spiritual fatherhood. Adam is a living soul;
Christ is a quickening spirit.”

[1 Abul-bashar, Le., the father of man, is one of the titles given by the Muslims to
Adam.]

Sin:

“This physical world of man is subject to the power of the lusts, and sin is the
consequence of this power of the lusts, for it is not subject to the laws of justice
and holiness. The body of man is a captive of nature; it will act in accordance
with whatever nature orders. It is, therefore, certain that sins such as anger,
jealousy, dispute, covetousness, avarice, ignorance, prejudice, hatred, pride and
tyranny exist in the physical world. All these brutal qualities exist in the nature
of man. A man who has not had a spiritual education is a brute... Thus it is
evident that the physical world of man is a world of sin. In this physical world
man is not distinguished from the animal.

All sin comes from the demands of nature, and these demands, which arise from
the physical qualities, are not sins with respect to the animals, while for man
they are sin. The animal is the source of imperfections, such as anger, sensuality,
jealousy, avarice, cruelty, pride: all these defects are found in animals but do not
constitute sins. But in man they are sins.”

Sacrifice:

“But Christ, Who is the Word of God, sacrificed Himself. This has two meanings,
an apparent and an esoteric meaning. The outward meaning is this: Christ’s
intention was to represent and promote a Cause which was to educate the
human world, to quicken the children of Adam, and to enlighten all mankind;
and since to represent such a great Cause, a Cause which was antagonistic to all
the people of the world and all the nations and kingdoms, meant that He would
be killed and crucified,

so Christ in proclaiming His mission sacrificed His life. He regarded the cross as
a throne, the wound as a balm, the poison as honey and sugar. He arose to teach
and educate men, and so He sacrificed Himself to give the spirit of life. He
perished in body so as to quicken others by the spirit.

The second meaning of sacrifice is this: Christ was like a seed, and this seed
sacrificed its own form so that the tree might grow and develop. Although the
form of the seed was destroyed, its reality became apparent in perfect majesty
and beauty in the form of a tree”.



Christ:

“The position of Christ was that of absolute perfection; He made His divine
petfections shine like the sun upon all believing souls, and the bounties of the
light shone and radiated in the reality of men. This is why He says: “I am the
bread which descended from heaven; whosoever shall eat of this bread will not
die”[1] that is to say, that whosoever shall partake of this divine food will
attain unto eternal life: that is, every one who partakes of this bounty and
receives these perfections will find eternal life, will obtain preexistent favors,
will be freed from the darkness of error, and will be illuminated by the light of
His guidance.

[1 Cf. John 6:41, 50, 58.]

“The form of the seed was sacrificed for the tree, but its perfections, because of
this sacrifice, became evident and apparent?the tree, the branches, the leaves and
the blossoms being concealed in the seed. When the form of the seed was
sacrificed, its perfections appeared in the perfect form of leaves, blossoms and
fruits.”

(Abdu'l-Baha, Some Answered Questions, p. 118-122)




